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REVIEWS
MODERN OPERATIVE SURGERY (CARSON'S). Edited by G. Grey Turner,
M.S., F.R.C.S., F.A.C.S. Second Edition. 1934. London: Cassell & Co., Ltd.
"Modern Operative Surgery" was first published in 1924, and now ten years later we are given
a second edition. The responsibility for the publication was mainly due to H. W. Carson, and
it is a sincere regret that he did not live to complete the preparation of this second edition.
His place has been taken by the well-known Newcastle surgeon, G. Grey Turner, recently
appointed Professor of Surgery in the Post-Graduate Medical College.
Carson's idea was, in his own words, to give us "an authoritative survey of the whole
range of modern surgical operations; my aim as editor being to exclude operations that haye
lost their usefulness, and among new operations to include those only which have proved their
value."
A book on operative surgery to be of value must be one of two kinds. It must be either a
review of operations intended for senior students and for the general practitioner, or a guide
to the operating surgeon. In this latter type the reader wishes to be informed about the best
operation for each condition, the type of case in which each operation is indicated, the type of
anaesthetic, the after-treatment, and the difficulties that are likely to be met with during the
operation. Above all, each step in the operation must be accurately described, and every
difficult step in the operation made clear with diagrams and illustrations. In short, a book on
operative surgery, to be of use to the operating surgeon, must be up to date, it must be
authoritative, and it must be a real guide. "Modern Operative Surgery" aims at fulfilling these
conditions.
The policy of choosing twenty-seven authors, each one a leading light in his own branch of
surgery, to help in compiling the book, gives authority to each operation described. At the
same time this policy has the disadvantage of tending to produce a certain want of balance.
An author may be distinguished for his advocacy of certain methods, and for this reason is
inclined to be biased in favour of these methods; yet the general surgical opinion may not be
in agreement. Thus an operation that is little employed may be described in detail to the
exclusion of another maybe more recent operation that has proved more useful.
To approach the book in more detail, it consists of two volumes comprising some 1,700
pages. It includes sections in the special branches as well as in general surgery. There are
sections devoted to radium; the eye; the ear, nose, and throat; and to gynacology, so that the
whole range of surgery is covered.
There is an excellent section on plastic surgery by Sir Harold Gillies. This section includes
the operations for hare-lip and cleft palate. This latter part is rather disappointing. It is mostly
taken up with operations for the correction in adults of badly planned operations in infancy.
Modern operations for the lip and the cleft palate are hardly mentioned, and which, correctly
performed, would not need correction in adult life. Veau's methods are only mentioned by
name in connection with the palate. There is nothing about his operation for hare-lip and the
reconstruction of the floor of the nostril. The method of Dennis Browne in closing a cleft palate
is not mentioned. Professor Grey Turner evidently saw the deficiencies of this section, and
has added an appendix on cleft palate. But even this lacks the smack of more recent -work.
He is content to describe a method from which only twelve per cent. acquire normal speech,
as opposed to methods for wvhich ninety per cent. normal speech is claimed. The description
of Wardill's method of narrowing the nasopharynx is, however, happily included.
The chapters in orthopwedic surgery by Elmslie and Verall are above the usual standard in
textbooks. Hey Groves gives a very full account of the many operations for dealing with
fractures. But it would have been preferable had he given the details of theJohansson technique
for using the modified Smith-Petersen nail in treating an intracapsular fracture of the neck of
the femur, instead of the older superseded operation he has chosen to describe.
131The chapters on the surgery of the sympathetic system wvill fill a w.ant, and ^vill prove very
useful to the progressive suigeon. It is good to see aIn accouInt of the surgical treatment of
nerve injuries, emb)odying the sifted experiences of the Great War.
The chapter on neurological surgery is sound, but might he a little modernized. There is
no mention of such details as evacuating the fluid in the cerebello-pontine angle before
dislodging the lobes to inspect the anterior surface. More space might have been devoted to
the approaches to intracranial tumours, at the expense of the surgery of the vault.
In the section on laryngology the description of 'rrotter's lateral pharyngotomy is welcome,
but the chapter on tonsillectomy is very disappointing. One looked for a detailed description
of the modern operation for the extirpation of the tonsils, aind the technique for their removal
under local anasthetic, to be met with the opinion that local anaesthetic is used on the
Continent and in America, and the operation may be difficult! The method described leaves the
lingual area behind, an(d the illustration serves only to emphasize this defect. No mention is
made of Waugh's technique or of its modifications.
The surgery of the intestinal tract is well done. There is an excellent account of the treat-
ment of hernia: though the subcuticular suture for umbilical hernia in small children has
established its usefulness and deserves to be mentioned.
Injection methods of treatment are given scant attention. There is no mention of the
injection treatment of hwmorrhoids or of anal fissure, and the description of the treatment of
varicose veins is so meagre that it is of little practical use.
On the whole, the book fulfils the aim of the editor, and will prove of value to surgeons
who need a work on standard operations. Criticisms are only made in the hope that the few
deficiencies will be remedied in the next edition, which is sure to be called for.
-G. D. F. McF.
CATECHISM SERIES. IPHYSIOLOGY, Part 1. 1935. Fourth Editiotn. Edinburgh:
E. & S. Livingstotne. S) pp. Is. 6d.
This little booklet contains a remarkable amount of useful information in a very small space.
It deals with the physiology of the muscle and nerve, the circulatory system, the autonomic
nervous system, the blood and reticulo-endothelial systems. Under these headings are collected
in the form of questions anid answers most of the fundamentals of the physiology of these
systems. The student preparing for the second medical examination will find, set out in a very
accessible manner, many of the facts and figures which must be committed to memory, and
can only be obtained at considerable trouble from the larger text-books. This applies especially
to the sections on the heart and blood-vessels.
It can confidently be said that a perusal of this booklet before an examination would be
valuable to refreslh the student's memory in the very limited time at his disposal.
THE CONDUCT1 AND FATE OF THE PERIPHERAL SEGMENT OF A
DIVIDED NERVE IN THE CERVICAL REGION WHEN UNITED BY
SUTURE TO THE CENTRAL SEGMENT OF ANOTHER DIVIDED
NERVE. Bv Sir Charles Ballance. 1934. London Mc: 'facMillan & Co. pp. 45.
Price 7s. 6d.
This publication gives an account of a series of importaint experiments carried out at the
research laboratories of the Royal College of Surgeons (London), with a view to obtaining
information on the results of nerve suture. The author describes first the changes which take
place in the peripheral part of a nerve, after section of the nerve trunk, and then points out
that in suture of divided nerves there is nothing in the nature of a true anastomosis, as the
peripheral part of the nerve does not take any real part in the union. The restoration of
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